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How Does It Feel to Become a Millionaire?
Million Dollar Replay Finalists Share Their Stories of Winning
TRENTON – (March 11, 2016) – The New Jersey Lottery held the Grand Prize Drawing of the
2015 Million Dollar Replay program on February 12 at the War Memorial in Trenton. More
than 100 semi-finalists and their guests were in attendance at the event sharing the
camaraderie of their Lottery playing enjoyment and the anticipation of perhaps becoming the
2015 Million Dollar Replay millionaire.

New Jersey Lottery Director
Carole Hedinger Hosted the
Event

L-R Erica Young, New Jersey Lottery Ambassador, and Kaitlyn Cunning, drawing
hostess, conducted the drawing.
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The Rutgers Jazz Ensemble provided festive jazz tunes while the guests enjoyed creating photo
memories with dress-up regalia in front of a green screen, grabbing faux cash in a money booth
to exchange for Lottery branded prizes and relaxing with food and refreshments.
On the mainstage, the official Lottery sphere held the balls with the semi-finalists names, ready
to be drawn, with the winners names recorded on the tote board, as New Jersey Lottery
Executive Director, Carole Hedinger hosted the event and conducted the proceedings. The
proceedings were under keen observation of the New Jersey Lottery security team and
Mercadian P.C. independent auditors.
The Director shared her gratitude for the Lottery retailers calling them, “the backbone of the
Lottery,” thanked her staff and officially began the drawing which was Livestreamed. The Grand
Prize Drawing prizes are: one $1,000,000 Grand Prize winner; two $100,000 winners; three
$50,000 winners; four $25,000 winners; and five $10,000 winners. All of the other semi-finalists
receive a $250 prize for earning a spot in the final drawing.
And the $1,000,000 Winner is: Amy
Hammerstone: Amy Hammerstone was the
big winner of the 2015 Million Dollar Replay
Drawing. “I’ve been playing Lottery since I was
18 years old,” 51 year-old Hammerstone
shared. She was not in attendance at the
event but her husband John watched the
Livestream from home. He tuned in just when
Amy’s name was being called, but he hadn’t
L-R John Custodio, NJ Lottery Deputy Executive Director, heard the prize amount. He tried to contact
Amy and John Hammerstone, Kaitlyn Cunning, Lottery
her but she had left her phone at home. When
Drawing Hostess
Amy finally heard the news, and watched the
Livestream five times to hear her named called
over and over again, she said, “My head was spinning.”
At headquarters to claim the prize, John smiled and recited the Lottery tag line, “Anything can
happen in Jersey.” This win provided Amy with a new perspective on life. She said, this says
that “God has a purpose for me in this world.” As for what she will do with this money, she said
that the mortgage will be paid off, new windows will be put in and the entire family is headed
for a “well-deserved vacation.”
Daniel Desanto is one of two $100,000 prize winners. He is a security guard for a large New
Jersey pharmaceutical company. Not wanting to take the day off of work, he watched the
Livestream while at his post. Since his office computer doesn’t have speakers, he had to crouch
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down to try and hear the drawing from the built in speakers. “All I heard was Iselin and I knew I
won something,” Desanto said. He said that he was satisfied simply to have been selected as a
semi-finalist so this is beyond exciting. Where will he spend his cash? “I don’t know – maybe I’ll
take a vacation or a cruise. I will probably save a lot of it.”
Shatan McRae Thompson is one of four
$25,000 prizewinners. She was present at
the event and was thrilled by hearing her
name called to the big stage. “I have been
blessed this year,” said Thompson. “I was
the winner of the television show Sugar
Showdown in December and now this.”
Thompson will be using these winnings to
expand her bakery business, Tan’s Tasty
Cakes LLC, which specializes in gourmet
cupcakes and sweet treats.

L-R, Carole Hedinger, NJ Lottery Executive Director, Shatan
McRae Thompson, $25,000 Million Dollar Replay winner, Laura
Palumbo, $25,000 Million Dollar Replay winner, R. John Custodio,
NJ Lottery Deputy Executive Director

Laura Palumbo is one of four $25,000
prizewinners. She attended the event with her husband and parents by her side. “I will be
making some responsible choices and use some money to pay for grad school but I also hope to
use some toward having adventures,” Palumbo shared.
Michael Day is one of five $10,000 prize winners. Michael is a lineman for JCP&L and received
a phone call from Lottery staff on his way home from work. In disbelief, when he arrived home,
he and his wife watched the Livestream and couldn’t believe his luck. When asked about his
experience with the Million Dollar Replay he said, “It was fun to enter them – it’s not hard.” It
makes you “feel good that you get another shot at winning something.” They will be using the
money to pay for their son’s college tuition.
Kathy Ramo is one of five $10,000 prize winners. This was the third Grand Prize Drawing in
which she was a semi-finalist. “I am a lucky girl and I like being lucky because I have a very hard
life.” My fun is playing the New Jersey Lottery – I am going to be a millionaire – I’m telling you,”
Ramo said. Kathy will be donating some of her winnings to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, Neurofibromatosis Foundation, ASPCA and an organization to help feed children. She
is going to pay off her credit card bills and put some money into her granddaughter’s college
account.
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2015 Million Dollar Replay
Grand Prize Winners

The drawing is a culmination of the year-long program that provides instant ticket game players
with the opportunity to turn their non-winning instant tickets into a second opportunity to win
big money.
For details on how to play and enter the 2016 Million Dollar Replay program, which is currently
underway, go to the New Jersey Lottery website at www.NJLottery.com and log into the VIP
Club.
ABOUT THE LOTTERY
Since its inception in 1970, the New Jersey Lottery (NJLottery.com) has contributed nearly $24
billion to the State in support of education and institutions. Among its beneficiaries are:
veterans homes, colleges and universities, school nutrition programs, homes for the
developmentally disabled, psychiatric hospitals, higher education scholarship programs and the
Marie Katzenbach School for the Deaf.
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